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Introduction to Cypriot History 
 

Course Title Introduction to Cypriot History 

Course Code THIS-100 

Course Type This course serves as both Elective and Requirement, according to the program. 

 

 
Hospitality/Business Bachelor Liberal Arts Elective 

All Programs General Elective 

Level Bachelor (1st Cycle) 

Year / 

Semester 

Year 2, A’ Semester 

Teacher’s 

Name 

Dr. Andreas Karyos 

ECTS 5 Lectures / week 3 Laboratories 

/ week 

 

Course 

Purpose and 

Objectives 

The aim of this course is to cover in the form of a broad review the major historical periods 
in the history of Cyprus and introduce the students to the major debates in the history of 
the country. 

Learning 

Outcomes 

 

Upon completion of this course students will be able to: 

1. Acquire and review historical knowledge of Cyprus as an eastern 

Mediterranean country. 

2. Classify and discuss the different time periods in the history of Cyprus,  

3. Identify historical debates and controversies throughout the history of 

Cyprus. 

4. Discuss the creation of the Republic of Cyprus and explain the conflicts in 

the independence of Cyprus. 

Prerequisites None Required  

Course 

Content 

1. The history of the Cyprus in the context of the history of the Eastern 
Mediterranean countries. 

2. The archaic period: Archaeological evidence on the first communities- 
Technological and social changes 

3. The classical period: Τhe rise of classical civilizations in the East Mediterranean-
Greeks, Sumerians, Babylonians, Phoenicians, Persians and Egyptians-Greek 
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civilization-Cypriot art-The political structure of the kingdom of Cyprus and foreign 
interventions. 

4. Hellenistic and Roman period: Cultural and political changes in the area after 
Alexander the Great- civilization of the Hellenistic period and the influence of 
Alexandria-Roman rule and the teaching of Christian religion in Cyprus. 

5. The Byzantine period: The recognition of the Autocephaly of the Church of 
Cyprus-culture and social structure in the Byzantine period-The rise of the Arab 
world and Arab-Byzantine conflict over Cyprus-The crusades and the end of the 
Byzantine period. 

6. The Latin period: Dynasties and rulers-the feudal social structure and the conflict 
between Catholicism, and the local Orthodox Church-Western cultural influence 
and local productions in historiography, poetry and low- Peasants revolt.     

7. The Ottoman period: Changes in the social and political structure-traditional 
culture-pro-western and class revolts-the decline of the Ottoman Empire-the 
position of the church-the impact of the Greek Revolution in1821.  

8. The British period: Westernization in culture, politics and the economy-the Enosis 
movement-the working class movement. The Anti-colonial movement-Turkish 
Cypriot nationalism - The Liberation Struggle. 

9. The Republic of Cyprus: Independence: Intercommunal conflict, conflict in Greek 
Cypriot community, the events of 1974, economic and social changes in the 30 
years of independence cultural productions.  

Teaching 

Methodology 

The course is delivered through lectures and guest speakers. 

Mode of 

delivery 

Face to face. 

Bibliography Required 

 
1. Hadjidemedriou, K., Istoria tis kyprou (History of Cyprus), Nicosia, 2002. 

Recommended 

1. Alastos Doros, Cyprus in history: a survey of 5,000 years, London: Zeno, 1976. 

2. Georgiades Cleanthis P., History of Cyprus, Nicosia: Demetrakis Christophorou. 

3. Hadjidemetriou Katia, A History of Cyprus, Nicosia: Hermes Media Press, 2002. 

4. Hill George, A history of Cyprus, Cambridge: Cambridge at the University Press, 1952. 

5. Kyrris Costas P, History of Cyprus: with an introduction to the geography of Cyprus, 

Nicosia: Nicocles Pub. House, 1996. 

6. Maier Franz Georg, Cyprus from earliest time to the present day, London: Elek, 1968. 

7. Munro John Murchison, Cyprus: between Venus and Mars: a history of the island from 

ancient times until the present, Delmar, NY: Caravan Books, 1984. 

8. Panteli Stavros, A New History of Cyprus, London & Hague: East-West Publications, 

1984. 
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9. Pavlides Andros, A brief history of Cyprus, Athens: Cyprus Cultural Centre. 

10. Richards Dick, Brief history of Cyprus in ten chapters, Limassol: Kyriakou Books, 

1992. 

11. Spyridakis Constantinos, A brief history of Cyprus, N. Michigan: Greek Communal 

Chamber, Publication Department, 1964. 

12. Tofallis Kypros, A short history of Cyprus: from Cinyras to Makarios: from the ancient 

times to the present, London: Greek Institute, 1983. 

13. Ibid, A history of Cyprus: from the Ancient times to the Present, London: The Greek 

Institute, 2002. 

 

Assessment The following assessment methods are employed  to assess this course: 

 

30 – 50 % Final Exam 

20 – 40 % Mid –Term / Tests / Quizzes 

10 – 30 % Assignments / Projects 

  0 – 10 % Class Attendance & Participation 
 

Language English 

 


